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News

The council is launching a budget consul-
tation and is asking for your views to help 
shape its financial priorities for 2024/25. 
The consultation will go on until the 
21st December. Have your say on the 
draft budget consultation by visiting the 
Council’s website.

Feedback will be used to set a balanced 
budget that reflects the needs of the com-
munity “by spending wisely, making savings 
and continuing to deliver value for money for 

our residents, businesses and communities.”
Like other councils, Kensington and 

Chelsea is “facing significant financial pres-
sures” and “there will be difficult choices” 
as the council looks to “make savings and 
balance the books.” The rise in the cost of 
living and inflation have put further strain 
on families and businesses and so it is impor-
tant for residents to have their say on the 
draft proposals to help “create a budget that 
is balanced and sustainable.”

Nominations have opened for the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, 
Mayor’s Awards 2024. The awards are 
an annual opportunity to celebrate 
achievements from individuals, as well 
as groups and organisations that have 
made outstanding contributions to life 
in the borough.

This could include residents running 
initiatives to improve mental and physical 
health, those serving on community forums 
to strengthen community safety, and cham-
pions of culture and heritage in RBKC.

Nominate someone through the council 

website in these categories: Individual 
Contribution, Young Achiever, Voluntary 
and Community Sector Organisation. 
Winners will be selected by a seven-per-
son judging panel comprising council-
lors including the Mayor of the borough, 
CEOs of  Volunteer Centre Kensington 
and Chelsea and Kensington and Chelsea 
Social Council, and the Youth Mayor of 
the borough.

An award ceremony will be held in the 
spring of 2024 to celebrate the winners in 
each category. Nominations will close at 
5.00pm on Monday 22th January, 2024.

Fulham Road is getting a new cycle 
lane painted with dashed white lines 
indicating traffic flow, and it does not 
have any physical infrastructure. Cycling 
improvements follow work to improve 
safety at the junction of Beaufort Street, 
Drayton Gardens and Fulham Road with 
the addition of new pedestrian crossings 
and advanced stop lines for cyclists on all 
four arms.

Minor traffic restrictions may be in place 
as the work is finished over November and 
some parking bays may be suspended during 
this time so check for any signposted park-
ing restrictions.

These measures come after a consultation 
between May and June 2023 found that 71% 

of people support or partially the measures 
in Fulham Road. A similar scheme was also 
introduced in Kensington High Street earlier 
this year.

“This new painted cycle lane allows space 
for everyone who uses our roads as we aim to 
become a greener, safer and fairer borough,” 
Cllr Cem Kemahli, lead member planning 
and public realm, said. “We’ve had a good 
introduction on Kensington High Street 
with a similar scheme, where there has been 
very little impact on traffic. As with any 
works, there may be some minor disruption 
while we get the paint on the ground, but the 
design has been created to strike the right 
balance between making room for cyclists 
and keeping Fulham Road moving.”
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CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS
The editorial team at EyeOnLondon strives to 
ensure all information printed is true and correct 
at the time of publication. If you notice a story 
has been printed with an error or omission, please 
contact us through our website and we will be 
happy to amend as appropriate. 
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News

More than 10 million free school meals 
have already been funded for state 
primary school children in the capital 
thanks to “unprecedented support” 
from the Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan. 
Free school meals have been provided 
for up to 287,000 children daily across 
the capital since the start of the school 
year in September after the Mayor 
provided an additional £135 million in 
emergency funding.

The Mayor is funding an estimated 1.4 
million meals every week after stepping in 
to support families as they struggle with 
the ongoing cost-of-living crisis. Families 
in every borough in the capital are saving 
upwards of £440 per child throughout the 
school year thanks to this funding.

This is the first time ever that free school 
meals are available to all pupils in every 

year of state-funded primary schools, 
special schools, and pupil referral units in 
London. Children in years 3 to 6 in primary 
school had previously only received free 
school meals if they lived in households on 
universal credit earning less than £7,400 
a year after tax and excluding benefits, 
regardless of the number of children in the 
family

The Lynk up Crew, a group of advi-
sors to the Mayor ranging in ages 7 to 14, 
hand delivered a letter to Downing Street 
calling on the Prime Minister to provide 
permanent universal free school meals for 
primary school children all over England. 
The group of 50 young advisers are calling 
on the Government to ensure every child 
receives a healthy meal at school every day 
– helping their health and wellbeing.

Boroughs throughout London are being 
encouraged to apply for a share of £5.3 
million in new funding to support ambi-
tious projects that reduce air pollution, 
protect public health, and make the 
capital a cleaner and healthier city to 
live in.

The funding comes as part of a £27 mil-
lion Air Quality Fund, which has been 
matched by over £20 million from boroughs 
and their partners. This fund has already 
helped local authorities cut air pollution by 
introducing 25 new clean air routes in some 
of the capital’s busiest and most polluted 

areas. It has reduced pedestrian exposure 
to air pollution by over 60%.

With the Mayor and Transport for 
London’s (TfL’s) support, boroughs have 
already installed and upgraded over 400 
electric vehicle chargers, supported 5,300 
businesses to reduce their emissions, cre-
ated over 3,000 square metres of new 
green spaces, planted more than 250 trees, 
installed over 1,300 cycle parking spaces, 
repaired more than 750 bikes, and provided 
17,000 pupils with resources and materials 
around improving air quality.

TfL and Google are collaborating to 
provide Google Street View within a 
number of stations across London to 
help customers better plan their jour-
neys. The project uses cameras that 
capture 360-degree images inside of 
around thirty tube stations including 
Green Park, King’s Cross St Pancras and 
Waterloo, to offer a virtual representa-
tion of some of the capital’s busiest 
stations.

By showing routes through these sta-
tions, TfL hopes to ensure that customers 
can use Google Street View within stations 
in the same way they would to plan journeys 
by walking or cycling around London. TfL 
hopes that this will be especially beneficial 
to customers with accessibility needs or 

those who are unfamiliar with the capital.
Google will start collecting Street View 

images with posters placed at stations to 
alert customers when imagery capture may 
occur. The images will be collected by a 
small team organised by Google between 
10am and 4pm to avoid peak hours. They 
will make use of 360-degree backpack cam-
eras. Google’s blurring technology will be 
applied to the images to make sure faces are 
not published.

The images will be released through-
out 2024 and will allow customers to get 
a better sense of the layout of stations 
when planning a journey or interchang-
ing between different tube lines, as well 
as identify key facilities such as toilets and 
help points.

Women’s
November 18, Chelsea v Liverpool, 13:30
November 19,  

Crystal Palace v Southampton, 14:00
November 19, Fulham v Arsenal, 1430
November 22,  

Crystal Palace v Watford, 19:15

November 22, Tottenham v Bristol City, 19:30
November 23, Chelsea v Paris FC, 20:00
November 26, Chelsea v Leicester City, 14:00
December 10, Arsenal v Chelsea, 12:30
December 10, Tottenham v Man United, 18:45

Men’s
November 26, Tottenham v Aston Villa, 14:00
November 27, Fulham v Wolves, 20:00
December 2, Arsenal v Wolves, 15:00
December 3, Chelsea v Brighton, 14:00
December 6,  

Fulham v Nottingham Forest, 19:30

December 7, Tottenham v West Ham, 20:15
December 6,  

Crystal Palace v Bournemouth, 19:30
December 9, Crystal Palace v Liverpool, 12:30
December 10, Fulham v West Ham, 14:00
December 10, Tottenham v Newcastle, 16:30

London Home Football Traffic Watch Compiled & edited by Fahad Redha

Over 10 million free 
school meals delivered
in London

£5.3 million in funding
to reduce air pollution

TfL works to expand
Google Street View
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The Bottom Line

In conversation with Speer, Hitler 
resented British productivity 
bemoaning what you could inspire 
people to do in a democracy. Similarly 
Guardian-reading tofu-munching 
wokerati (to which I aspire) account-
ants observe that the less heavy-handed 
approach (e.g. Liechtenstein Disclosure 
Facility) supports the view that honey 
catches more than vinegar. The LDF 
was seen as excessively generous and 
increasingly populist governments 
responded to a perhaps understand-
able desire for retribution. The various 
disclosure facilities have been exam-
ined in these pages and the specialist 
firms have useful information on 
their websites. The government’s own 
website isn’t bad. 

For small business owners, dealing 
with His Majesty’s Revenue and Customs’ 
enquiries is daunting. It’s crucial to under-
stand the process and navigate it effec-
tively. What are the key aspects of HMRC 
enquiries? What triggers them and how to 
protect your business during the process?

HMRC can initiate a tax enquiry for vari-
ous reasons. While some enquiries may 
seem random, others result from specific 
red flags. Factors include: 

Mistakes and Inconsistencies. Errors or 
inconsistencies in your tax returns can 
raise concerns. It’s crucial to review your 
returns for accuracy before submission.

Unusual Financial Performance. If your 
business’s results deviate from industry 
standards or historical data, be prepared 
to explain any anomalies.

Large Yearly Changes. Unexplained 
shifts in income or expenditure triggers 
suspicion. Document your reasons.

Low Proprietor Drawings. Minimal 
drawings will raise questions. Ensure you 
record how you fund personal expenses.

Business Type. Certain business types, 
like cash-based operations, are more sus-
ceptible to scrutiny.

VAT Returns: Claims for VAT repayments 
that seem inconsistent with your business 
activities can trigger enquiries.

How Does a Tax Enquiry 
Work?
A tax enquiry typically begins with a letter 
from HMRC informing you of the investi-
gation. The letter may not provide specific 
reasons for the enquiry. HMRC officials are 
human. There are two primary types of 
enquiries:

Aspect Enquiries. These are focused 
investigations that target specific items 
in your tax return. They tend to be more 
technical and precise. Prepare to provide 
detailed explanations for the items under 
scrutiny.

Full Enquiries. A full enquiry indicates 
broader concerns by HMRC regarding your 
entire tax return. In such cases, HMRC will 
request access to all your business records 
for the year under review. This can be more 
comprehensive and time-consuming.

How Long Does a Tax Enquiry 
Take?
It’s essential to respond promptly to 
achieve momentum towards completion. 
The duration of a tax enquiry can vary 
significantly based on several factors:

Scope of the Enquiry. The more exten-
sive the investigation, the longer it may 

take.
Volume of Information. If HMRC needs 

to review a substantial amount of data, it 
can extend the enquiry timeline.

Specific Tax Matters. The complexity 
of the tax issues being investigated can 
impact the duration.

Size and Complexity of Your Business. 
Larger and more complex businesses may 
have lengthier enquiries.

On average, full enquiries last around 18 
months, while aspect enquiries may con-
clude within six months. Complex cases 
can extend the timeframe significantly. 
We are seeing enquiries taking longer per-
haps because the inspectors’ resources are 
under pressure. 

What Happens at the End of 
Enquiry Proceedings?
At the conclusion of an enquiry, HMRC will 
arrive at one of two outcomes:

No Adjustments Required: If HMRC is 
satisfied that your original self-assessment 
return was accurate, the enquiry will 
conclude without further action. You can 
breathe a sigh of relief in this scenario.

Adjustments Necessary: If errors or 
omissions are identified, adjustments will 
be made to your self-assessment. You will 
have 30 days to appeal this decision. Be 
prepared to address any changes required 
and consider seeking professional advice.

The size and nature of adjustments can 
vary. Significant changes may lead HMRC 
to review other tax years as well. Penalties 
and interest may apply if errors were made.

How to Stay Organised During 
an Enquiry
Being organised during a tax enquiry is 
crucial to simplify the process and mini-
mise the risk of errors. Here are some steps 
to help you stay organised:

Keep your financial records well-organ-
ised and easily accessible. This includes 
bank statements, invoices, receipts, and 
payroll records.

Maintain separate personal and business 
bank accounts to protect your privacy and 
simplify record-keeping.

Respond promptly to HMRC requests for 
information and documents. Timely coop-
eration can prevent unnecessary delays.

Consider seeking professional advice and 
representation, especially during complex 
enquiries. Experienced professionals can 
guide you through the process effectively.

How to Protect Your Business
While you can’t guarantee immunity from 
tax enquiries, you can take proactive steps 
to protect your business:

Plan ahead and submit your tax returns 
accurately and on time. Avoid last-minute 
submissions that may lead to errors.

Keep meticulous records and declare 
all income and expenses. Transparency is 
essential in demonstrating compliance.

Be prepared to explain any significant 
changes in your finances. Maintain docu-
mentation that supports these changes.

Include the possibility of a tax enquiry 
in your business continuity plan. Having a 
strategy in place can help you navigate the 
process more effectively.

With proper preparation, organisation, 
transparency, and the support of tax pro-
fessionals, you can navigate the process 
more smoothly and safeguard your busi-
ness’s financial well-being. Remember that 
seeking professional advice is a prudent 
step to ensure the best possible outcome 
during a tax enquiry. It can make a sig-
nificant difference in protecting your busi-
ness’ interests and minimising potential 
penalties.

When it goes wrong
Taxpayers trying to control the outcome 
by spinning, obfuscating or even lying as 
a major risk. HMRC has “foresuffered all 
enacted on this same divan or bed.” Your 
angle may be new to you but won’t be to 
them. A business owner may feel they “have 

paid enough tax” or that their business is a 
special case effectively reinventing tax law 
as part of their defence, or that somehow 
because an issue hasn’t specifically been 
raised at the start it will stay hidden. You 
will hear that HMRC are not allowed to fish. 
Forget it. Technically fishing is not allowed 
in some arcane circumstances but for the 
vast majority (effectively all) enquiries 
HMRC can fish in whatever waters it likes. 

Enquiries are hell. Rarely will one 
inspector be on the case throughout so 
you’ll find yourself being cross-examined 
by a second or even a third officer. Stay 
in the day. Seek independent advice espe-
cially if you are an accountant yourself. 
Answer questions fully but precisely. Don’t 
spin. If you have something to hide, reach 
for the Contractual Disclosure Facility, a 
relatively generous ladder down which you 
can climb. 

Stay calm. If you lose your rag with the 
inspector you’ll find you’re racing a Riva on 
a pedalo. 

© Doug Shanks
douglas@dscmetropolitan.com

by Doug Shanks

  HMRC Enquiries:  HMRC Enquiries:
Theory X and Persecution   Theory X and Persecution   
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EyeOnLondon’s choice of top tranquil treats for ChristmasEyeOnLondon’s choice of top tranquil treats for Christmas
7 must visit Luxury Spas in London7 must visit Luxury Spas in London

It can be easy to get stressed and over-
whelmed. That’s why it’s important to 
take some time for yourself to relax and 
recharge, and what better way to do 
that than with a visit to one of London’s 
many world-class spas?

Whether you’re looking for a day of 
pampering or a longer retreat to focus on 
your health and well-being, there’s a spa 
in London that’s perfect for you. With so 
many spas to choose from, it can be hard to 
know where to start.

Here are some of the best spas in London 
that offer a variety of services to help you 
relax and improve your health.

The Hogarth Health Club
The Hogarth is a family owned adults-only 
health club set across 2 leafy acres in the 
heart of Chiswick. Tucked away just off 
the high road, The Hogarth has offered a 
full wellness lifestyle through exercise, 
nutrition and relaxation for over 40 years. 
The club boasts a multi-room gymna-
sium, tennis and squash courts, personal 
training, swimming and spas, and more. 
What’s more, there are over 100 weekly 
studio classes including aerobics and yoga. 
The 18m indoor swimming pool is heated 
to “the perfect temperature to relax in.”
Airedale Ave, Chiswick W4 2NW
thehogarth.co.uk

7 Sky Spa
This “fusion of modern innovations in 
the field of cosmetology and centuries of 
massage culture from Thailand and Bali” 
helps offer a very unique and unforget-
table experience. Living in a big city such 
as London can be stressful and it is vital 
to take some time for some self-care for 
both the mind and body. Here, you can 
expect a calming and relaxing atmosphere 
combined with a premium service with 
complimentary drinks, light bites, and top-
level spa treatments.
11-12 Newman Street W1T 1PB
7skyspa.co.uk

The Ned Spa
Ned’s Club Spa offers a variety of relaxing 
treatments, from manicures and pedicures, 
to advanced facials, massages and hair 
services. The spa also boasts a swimming 
pool, sauna, and steam room. Book in for 
treatments from the signature massages 
and maternity treatments, to advanced 
facials with Dermalux LED Phototherapy, 
iS Clinical, and de Mamiel. Or try the tradi-
tional Moroccan hammam with specialist 
treatments from La Sultane de Saba. Mean-
while, The Ned’s resident physiotherapist 
and osteopath are available to treat and 
prevent injuries.
27 Poultry EC2R 8AJ
thened.com

The Lanesborough Club & Spa 
Located at The Lanesborough London, this 
is a luxurious spa that offers a wide range 
of treatments, including massages, facials, 
body wraps, and more. The spa also has a 
swimming pool, sauna, steam room, and 
jacuzzi. Crowned ‘Best Spa in London’ 
at the Good Spa Awards 2022 and ‘Best 
for Five Star Service’ at The Tatler Gym 
Awards 2023, The Lanesborough Club & 
Spa, perfectly positioned between Knights-
bridge and Mayfair, is one of London’s most 
exclusive private members’ fitness and 
health clubs and spa, offering members 
and hotel guests access to internationally 
recognised experts in the fields of mindful-
ness, fitness, beauty and wellness - with a 
360° approach to wellbeing.
2 Lanesborough Place SW1X 7TA
lanesboroughclubandspa.com

Aman Spa at The Connaught
Hidden away at the heart of The Connaught 
lies Aman Spa at The Connaught, the very 
first Aman Spa to be built outside the world-
renowned Aman resorts. Take a journey of 
discovery and reconnect mind, body and 
spirit, guided by experienced Aman thera-
pists. You will find holistic massages, body 
treatments and healing therapies transport 
you into Aman Spa’s world of relaxation. 
Specialised therapies help you find balance, 
while beauty services provide the perfect 
finishing touch. Become a member of Aman 
Spa, for easy access to the spa, pool and gym 
along with discounts and other benefits.
The Connaught, 16 Carlos Place W1K 2AL
the-connaught.co.uk

AIRE Ancient Baths
Prepare for an unforgettable experience, 
with water as your guide and relaxation 
as your destination in a historic building 
located in the heart of Covent Garden. 
The silence, the dim lights of thousands 
of candles, the scent of orange blossom, 
the murmur of relaxing melodies that 
can be heard even underwater are the key 
elements of the AIRE Experience. These 
iconic thermal baths will allow you to 
free and relax your mind and body while 
massages and rituals, created to dissipate 
the stress of everyday life, will bring you to 
a complete state of serenity.
2-3 Robert Street WC2N 6BH
beaire.com

Lush Spa
Lush Spa in Oxford Street is a unique spa 
experience that uses fresh, handmade 
products from the Lush cosmetics brand. 
The spa offers a variety of treatments, 
including massages, facials, body wraps, 
and hair treatments. Each treatment is 
designed to be relaxing and rejuvenating, 
and uses fresh, natural ingredients. The spa 
is located in the heart of London’s Oxford 
Street, making it easy to get to and from. 
The spa itself is a tranquil oasis, with soft 
lighting, calming music, and a welcoming 
atmosphere. When you arrive at Lush Spa, 
you will be greeted by a therapist who will 
take you on a tour of the spa and discuss 
your needs. You will then be able to choose 
from a variety of treatments. In addition to 
treatments, Lush Spa also offers a variety 
of products that you can purchase to use 
at home, including bath bombs, soaps, 
lotions, and more.
175-179 Oxford Street W1D 2JS
lush.com
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Education

Arts
Drawing
London Fine Art Studios
Drawing is the cornerstone of painting 
and the foundation of an artist’s training. 
At the studios, we place great emphasis on 
drawing as an essential part of every artist’s 
formal training. Those who have completed 
the Foundation Course will continue to 
develop their draughting technique in our 
specialist Cast Drawing Studio. Projects 
last 2/3 weeks with thorough exploration of 
outline, shadow line, mass in the shadow, 
mass in the background, middle tones and 
modelling up to the lights.  Students will 
develop a thorough understanding of the 
medium, the support and its potential.
Unit 101, Battersea Business Centre, 
99-109 Lavender Hill SW11 5QL
londonfineartstudios.com
See website for dates

Business & Law
Introduction to Diamonds
City Lit
The fascinating one-day course will give 
you an insight into the trade in diamonds 
and the different types of diamond avail-
able on the market. It will introduce you to 
the diamond simulants that are commonly 
found, and teach you how to assess 
diamonds yourself. There will be various 
images of diamonds and diamond-set 
jewellery for you to view. The course will 
cover the mining, cutting, grading/pricing 
of diamonds and their certification. Topics 
will include the economics of diamonds 
including the structure of de Beers and 
the diamond-producing countries. You will 
also look at the common diamond simu-
lants that can be found in jewellery and 
be taught how to use a loupe, and guided 
through the assessment criteria in certi-
fying a diamond.
citylit.ac.uk
December 2

Culinary
Italian Cooking Class
The Avenue
Ciao fellow Italian cuisine fans! Do you 
miss your Italy trip and the divine dishes? 
Or perhaps you haven’t had the pleasure 
yet and just want to feel like you are in 
Italy – well, look no further because this 
Italian Cooking Class will have you whip-
ping up some classic Italian dishes in no 
time. Your evening will be helped along 
with bottomless wine and, in true Italian 
style, an Aperol Spritz on arrival. What 
more could you want!? The class will start 
off with a welcome Aperol, and then you 
will get to sit down and be blown away by 
a fun and informative demonstration of 
everything you will be cooking during the 
class. Having had your mind blown with 
how simple these classic dishes can be, 
alongside some foodie facts, you get to head 
to get your hands dirty and get your cook 
on! From fresh pasta to gnocchi and creamy 
risotto you’ll be tempted to join all 3!
3 Enterprise Way, Wandsworth SW18 1FZ
theavenuecookeryschool.com
See website for dates

Language
Turkish
King’s College London
Turkish is the major member of the Turkic 
language family, which is a subfamily of 
the Altaic languages. Turkish is spoken in 
Turkey, Cyprus, and elsewhere in Europe 
and the Middle East. Modern Turkish is 
the descendant of Ottoman Turkish and 
its predecessor, so-called Old Anatolian 
Turkish, which was introduced into 
Anatolia by the Seljuq Turks in the late 
11th century AD. Old Turkish gradually 
absorbed a great many Arabic and Persian 
words and even grammatical forms and was 
written in Arabic script. After the founding 
of the Turkish republic in 1923, the Arabic 
script was replaced by the Latin alphabet 
(1928). The reform of the language was 
initiated and supported by the Turkish 
republican government. Evening class 
students are invited to participate in the 
communicative, interactive tasks and 
receive additional support for Grammar 
and Vocabulary. 
Strand WC2R 2LS
kcl.ac.uk
See website for dates

Science, Technology, 
Engineering, & Maths
Accounting course
Westminster Adult Education Services
WAES’ accounting qualifications are 
awarded by the AAT (Association of 
Accounting Technicians), the UK’s leading 
body for accounting staff, and are widely 
recognised by employers. The courses build 
from the basics to higher levels, covering 
the skills and knowledge you need to start 
your career in finance and accounting. 
Studying for these qualifications will 
improve your job prospects, enhance 
your CV and get you noticed by potential 
employers. The range of Online and In 
Class part-time professional courses offers 
the best of both worlds, requiring less time 
in class than traditional classroom-only 
courses, while providing all the benefits of 
being part of a group that meets regularly 
with a tutor. Meaning you can choose how, 
when and where you want to study.
219 Lisson Grove NW8 8LW
waes.ac.uk
See website for dates

Sport & Fitness
Novice Driver Training Course
Silverstone
Created and launched at Silverstone, in the 
early nineties, the Novice Driver Training 
Course (NDTC/ARDS) was developed from 
a need to improve the skill, safety, and 
understanding of novice drivers taking 
their first steps into the world of motor-
sport.  Head of Race Training, Steve Deeks, 
was heavily involved in making the NDTC 
vision a reality, with involvement in the 
course design, training materials, and 
exam content.  Meaning when you choose 
to take your NDTC course with us, you’re 
in the hands of experts. Over the last 30 
years, tens of thousands of successful 
competition licence holders have taken to 
the track. Silverstone gives novice drivers 
the guidance they need to start the engine 
on their track careers.
Hilton Garden Inn, Silverstone Circuit, 
Towcester, NN12 8TL
silverstone.co.uk
See website for dates

Compiled & edited by Fahad Redha

Enquiring Minds
Adult Education Courses
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Events

DANCE & OPERA
Don Quixote
Royal Opera House
Teeming with comedy, wit and an abun-
dance of bravura choreography, Carlos 
Acosta’s production brings the Spanish 
heat and romance of Cervantes’ classic 
novel to life. Don Quixote reads a book of 
adventures and becomes deluded, believing 
that he is the successor of the mediaeval 
knights-errant, on a quest to serve his 
imaginary Lady, Dulcinea. He sets out with 
Sancho Panza. They meet Kitri, who is in 
love with Basilio, a poor barber. Her father 
Lorenzo wishes her to marry the foppish 
nobleman Gamache. Kitri and Basilio run 
away together to get married. Lorenzo and 
Gamache set out in pursuit, followed by 
Don Quixote and Sancho Panza.
Bow Street WC2E 9DD
roh.org.uk
Until November 17

The Snowman
The Peacock
This winter family favourite is the timeless 
tale of a boy and a snowman who comes to 
life. Back for its 26th year, The Snowman 
is a magical stage adaptation of the much-
loved picture book by Raymond Briggs and 
the film directed by Dianne Jackson. The 
Snowman is directed by Bill Alexander and 
features music and lyrics by Howard Blake, 
including the song ‘Walking in the Air’, 
spectacular design by Ruari Murchison, 
magical lighting by Tim Mitchell, and 
amazing choreography by Robert North, all 
of which is accompanied by a live orchestra.
Portugal Street WC2A 2HT
sadlerswells.com
November 18 – December 30

Young Associates: Mixed Bill
Lilian Baylis Studio
The 2023/24 Young Associates share their 
work in a mixed bill, each showcasing 
their distinct and diverse creative voice 
as they take the next step in their careers 
as choreographers. Over two years these 
exciting and important artists will develop 
their craft, presenting their work in the 
Lilian Baylis Studio, and then at our new 
venue Sadler’s Wells East in Autumn 2024. 
The Young Associates programme helps 
talented dance artists aged 18-24 and 18-30 
for d/Deaf and disabled choreographers, 
giving them a crucial first step in their 
careers.
183 Rosebery Avenue EC1R 4TJ
sadlerswells.com
November 22-23

Christmas with Opera Holland Park
Holland Park
Mark the beginning of the festive period 
at St Mary Abbots Church on Kensington 
Church Street. Featuring the Opera Holland 
Park Chorus and principal singers from 
the 2024 Season, this Christmas celebra-
tion will be filled with carols, seasonal 
music and good cheer. Priority booking for 
Members and Supporters opens at 10am on 
4 October, and general booking opens at 

10am on 11th October. Remaining tickets 
are all general allocation, priced at £25 and 
include a festive post-show drink.
Kensington Church Street W8 4LA
operahollandpark.com
December 2

EXHIBITIONS
Turner and Bonington: Watercolours 
from the Wallace Collection
Wallace Collection
Embark on a journey – from the rugged 

Yorkshire Dales to the grandeur of Venice, 
pausing en route to enjoy the bucolic 
delights of crab fishing on Scarborough’s 
beach and to marvel at the gothic splendour 
of Rouen cathedral from the dockside. This 
odyssey is undertaken through a one-room 
display of watercolour landscapes by J.M.W. 
Turner (1775-1851) and Richard Parkes 
Bonington (1802-1828), the first time the 
works have been on display in 17 years. The 
display brings together ten works by the 
two artists, with four views of Yorkshire by 
Turner and five scenes of Normandy and 
Venice by Bonington.
Hertford House, Manchester Square W1U 
3BN
wallacecollection.org
Ongoing

Shakespeare and War
National Army Museum
This exhibition explores some of the ways 
in which Shakespeare has shaped how we 
think about soldiers and the Army, and 
how we imagine war and its consequences 
today. War is a frequent theme of Shake-
speare’s writing: from dramatic depictions 
of campaigns and battles to the soldiers 
who serve as major and minor characters 
in many of his plays. Since they were first 
performed, Shakespeare’s works have taken 
on even greater meaning when Britain 
has been involved in conflict. Drawing on 
objects and records from the Civil Wars to 
the present day, the exhibition explores 
how Shakespeare’s famous plays have 
shaped attitudes both past and present.
Royal Hospital Road SW3 4HT
nam.ac.uk
Ongoing

Winter Wonderland
Hyde Park
From high adrenaline rides to family-
friendly performances, classic festive 
treats to the newest in London’s street 
food scene, and cosy fire pit bars to 
mythical ice kingdoms – we guarantee 
there’s something for everyone. Make 
the most of your festive season in true 
Winter Wonderland style! The event 
will be open from 10:00am to 10:00pm 
daily, excluding Christmas Day. Morn
ings are great for families, where you 
can explore Winter Wonderland at a 
leisurely pace. When the evening comes 
around, Hyde Park is transformed by 
thousands of sparkling lights – so grab 
your mulled wine, hot chocolate, or 
stein of Bavarian beer and get ready to 
join in the festive fun.
Hyde Park
hydeparkwinterwonderland.com
November 17 – January 1

FAMILY & CHILDRENFAMILY & CHILDREN

Im
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Burma to MyanmarBurma to Myanmar
British MuseumBritish Museum
From influential superpower to repressive From influential superpower to repressive 
regime, Myanmar, also known as Burma, regime, Myanmar, also known as Burma, 
has seen dramatic fluctuations in fortune has seen dramatic fluctuations in fortune 
over the past 1,500 years. Experiencing over the past 1,500 years. Experiencing 
decades of civil war and now ruled again decades of civil war and now ruled again 
by a military dictatorship, Myanmar is an by a military dictatorship, Myanmar is an 
isolated figure on the world stage today, isolated figure on the world stage today, 

and its story is relatively little known and its story is relatively little known 
in the West. However, the extraordi-in the West. However, the extraordi-
nary artistic output of its peoples, over nary artistic output of its peoples, over 
more than a millennium of cultural and more than a millennium of cultural and 
political change, attests to its pivotal role political change, attests to its pivotal role 
at the crossroads of Asia.at the crossroads of Asia.
Great Russell Stree WC1B 3DGGreat Russell Stree WC1B 3DG
britishmuseum.orgbritishmuseum.org
OngoingOngoing
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Antony Gormley: Body Politic
White Cube Bermondsey
Antony Gormley’s new exhibition ‘Body 
Politic’ investigates our species’ relation-
ship to its industrially made habitat. For 
Gormley, this comes at an urgent moment 
in time when our need for refuge is in 
dynamic tension with our need to roam: 
our fundamental migratory nature. Across 
five new bodies of work, the artist sets 
out to test and question this flux between 
sanctuary and control, freedom and 
discipline. He does this by calling upon 
languages intrinsic to sculpture – silence, 
stillness, materiality – allowing the viewer 
to become more aware of their own free-
doms of movement and mind. As Gormley 
has recently stated: ‘Each part of this show 
is an attempt to assess and reflect on our 
present condition: us now.’
144 – 152 Bermondsey Street SE1 3TQ
whitecube.com
November 22 – January 28

FAIRS & FESTIVALS
Being Human Festival 2023
The UK’s national festival returns to 52 
towns and cities across England, Scot-
land, Wales and Northern Ireland. Events 
include hands-on workshops, walks and 
tours, talks and discussions, installations 
and exhibitions, museum pop-ups and 
lates, screenings and outdoor activities. 
All Being Human events are free, with 

booking required for some activities. The 
festival programme is made up of events 
that are open for public booking, schools 
events and closed events for specific 
groups. Events are organised and led 
directly by researchers and staff from 
universities and research organisations 
across the country. If you’ve got a question 
or query about an event, please reach out 
to the contact listed on the event page. 
If you’ve got any general questions about 
the festival you can contact us at being-
human@sas.ac.uk.
See website for more information
beinghumanfestival.org
Until November 18

Ideal Home Show
Olympia
Are you ready to tick off your Christmas 
wish list? From festive interior inspiration 
to unique hand-crafted gifts, deck the halls 
and explore an array of dazzling displays to 
make your home sparkle this season. Step 
into the magic of the season at the Ideal 
Home Show Christmas and discover the 
most imaginative and awe-inspiring gifts, 
home essentials and new year improve-
ments. Shop unrivalled collections from 
hundreds of independent retailers, as well 
as plenty of your favourite brands across 
the themed sections including gifts, home, 
and decorations.
Hammersmith Road W14 8UX
olympia.london
November 22-26

Winter Festival
Southbank Centre
Stroll along the Thames under twinkling 
lights at our Winter Market, where you can 
sample delicious drinks and street food or 
browse for Christmas gifts. At the seasonal 
pop-ups, take part in alpine-themed curling 
at The Curling Club, toast marshmallows 
at Fire & Fromage and enjoy more goodies 
at Beltane & Pop, Choco Fruit and The 
Thirsty Farrier. Get your dancing shoes on 
for the popular Christmas Eve social Five 
Go Jiving plus our New Year’s Day Ceilidh, 
and don’t miss Heart and Soul’s Winter 
Rave, an evening of revelry. Bollyqueer 
invites you to enjoy a fun and empowering 
dance class with a queer dose of Bollywood 
entertainment. Finally, join riotous party 
starters Pxssy Liquor as they take over the 
Southbank Centre for one night only at 

Pxssy Liquor’s Office Christmas Party.
Southbank Centre, Belvedere Road  
SE1 8XX
southbankcentre.co.uk
Until January 7

FAMILY & CHILDREN
The Night Before Christmas
Polka Theatre
Amber is six and loves reindeer! It’s 
Christmas Eve but Grandad is feeling 
tired and Amber’s favourite snow-globe 
gets broken. Then her world is turned 
topsy-turvy by a surprise visitor and 
Amber begins an adventure she will never 
forget. Join Amber on a festive journey like 
no other - after all, on the night before 
Christmas, anything can happen. Inspired 
by Clement Clarke Moore’s much-loved 

Anne-MarieAnne-Marie
O2O2
Bridging topics of sadness, anger, joy, Bridging topics of sadness, anger, joy, 
rebellion, and euphoria, UNHEALTHY rebellion, and euphoria, UNHEALTHY 
is Anne-Marie living out her highs and is Anne-Marie living out her highs and 
lows on her own terms. Over the album’s lows on her own terms. Over the album’s 
thirteen tracks, gutsy, empowerment thirteen tracks, gutsy, empowerment 
anthems (‘Trainwreck’, ‘Grudge’) run anthems (‘Trainwreck’, ‘Grudge’) run 
alongside tender, vulnerable streaks alongside tender, vulnerable streaks 
(‘Kills Me To Love You’, ‘You & I’) and (‘Kills Me To Love You’, ‘You & I’) and 
guitar-fuelled angst (‘Haunt You’). guitar-fuelled angst (‘Haunt You’). 
Written and recorded alongside Kamille, Written and recorded alongside Kamille, 
McDonough Brothers, BillenTed, Evan McDonough Brothers, BillenTed, Evan 
Blair, and Nami, the album includes Blair, and Nami, the album includes 

features from Aitch (‘Psycho’), Khalid features from Aitch (‘Psycho’), Khalid 
(‘You & I’) and, of course, Shania Twain (‘You & I’) and, of course, Shania Twain 
(‘Unhealthy’). To date, Anne-Marie (‘Unhealthy’). To date, Anne-Marie 
has achieved seven UK ‘Top 10’ singles has achieved seven UK ‘Top 10’ singles 
(including ‘Psycho’ feat. Aitch, which (including ‘Psycho’ feat. Aitch, which 
features on the new album), two ‘Top 3’ features on the new album), two ‘Top 3’ 
albums and seven billion global streams. albums and seven billion global streams. 
Most recently, Anne-Marie collaborated Most recently, Anne-Marie collaborated 
with David Guetta and Coi Leray on ‘Baby with David Guetta and Coi Leray on ‘Baby 
Don’t Hurt Me’.Don’t Hurt Me’.
Peninsula Square SE10 0DXPeninsula Square SE10 0DX
theo2.co.uktheo2.co.uk
November 29November 29
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London International Horse ShowLondon International Horse Show
ExcelExcel
The UK’s most important equestrian The UK’s most important equestrian 
indoor event featuring three FEI World indoor event featuring three FEI World 
Cup classes in Dressage, Showjumping Cup classes in Dressage, Showjumping 
and Driving, now expanded for 2023 and Driving, now expanded for 2023 
with the introduction of a second arena. with the introduction of a second arena. 
Alongside the world class competition Alongside the world class competition 
there are equestrian displays, The Kennel there are equestrian displays, The Kennel 
Club Dog Agility, The Shetland Pony Club Dog Agility, The Shetland Pony 
Grand National and the Christmas Finale, Grand National and the Christmas Finale, 
featuring Father Christmas himself. The featuring Father Christmas himself. The 

new second arena – The London Arena new second arena – The London Arena 
- has a programme which includes The - has a programme which includes The 
London Showing Series of 23 different London Showing Series of 23 different 
showing competitions and their finals, showing competitions and their finals, 
Kennel Club and Crufts Dog Agility and Kennel Club and Crufts Dog Agility and 
Masterclasses covering tips on dressage, Masterclasses covering tips on dressage, 
jumping, driving, eventing, showing and jumping, driving, eventing, showing and 
much more. much more. 
Royal Victoria Dock,  Royal Victoria Dock,  
1 Western Gateway E16 1XL1 Western Gateway E16 1XL
londonhorseshow.comlondonhorseshow.com
December 13-18December 13-18
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poem ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas’, 
we bring Christmas Eve to life in an exciting 
original production written by Hattie 
Naylor featuring music, skilful puppetry 
and a generous sprinkling of festive magic.
240 The Broadway SW19 1SB
polkatheatre.com
November 18 – January 14

Meet Santa at London Zoo
Little ones will get a sprinkling of 
Christmas magic as they learn what it takes 
to become one of Santa’s helpers in our elf 
school, before meeting Santa in his magical 
grotto at the heart of the Zoo. Every child 
will receive a very special early Christmas 
gift to take home. The zoo is also running 
relaxed sessions for Meet Santa. These 
sessions include the same experience as 
standard Meet Santa sessions, but with 
dimmed lighting, quieter sounds and other 
sensory stimulation to make the area feel 
more relaxed, specifically designed for 
those with additional needs.
NW1 4RY
londonzoo.org
November 25 – December 24

BBC Earth Experience
Earl’s Court
Embark on an unforgettable journey and 
explore the extraordinary diversity of our 

seven continents on the most epic scale 
as narration by David Attenborough takes 
you on a transformative audio visual 
experience from the BBC Studios Natural 
History Unit television series Seven Worlds, 
One Planet. Experience an unforgettable 
journey through the natural world and 
explore the unique and extraordinary 
diversity of seven unique continents on 
the most epic scale. Featuring bespoke 
narration from David Attenborough, BBC 
Earth Experience showcases breath-taking 
footage and music from the BBC Studios 
Natural History Unit television series Seven 
Worlds, One Planet, projected on multiple 
multi-angle screens using the very latest 
digital screen technology.
The Daikin Centre, Earl’s Court, 
Empress Place SW6 1TT
bbcearthexperience.com
See website for dates

FILM & PHOTOGRAPHY
Miho Kajioka: How Long is Now?
Photographers’ Gallery
Kajioka is fascinated by the chronology 
and meaning of events. According to her, 
photography captures moments and freezes 
them; printing impressions is like playing 

with memories and the sense of time. Her 
minimalist images draw on the Japanese 
tradition of “wabi-sabi” – the appreciation 
of beauty in imperfection and transience, 
and the Zen/Taoist belief that the essence 
of an object exists in the empty space inside 
and around it. These negative spaces in her 
meticulously exposed, toned, and hand-
finished prints hold equal significance to 
the subjects that emerge. The artist has 
designed a scent to evoke the passing of 
time. Released into the gallery space, this 
fragrance accompanies you on the journey.
16-18 Ramillies Street W1F 7LW
thephotographersgallery.org.uk
Until November 19

The Room
Prince Charles Cinema
Tommy Wiseau’s “masterpiece” The Room 
has been hailed as the biggest cult film since 
Rocky Horror. So bad it’s good, it’s drawn a 
cult following in the US with viewers acting 
out skits, storming out in disgust, and 
throwing plastic cutlery during screenings. 
However unlike other cult films such as 
Rocky Horror, or the Big Lebowski, these 
fans are drawn to how bad they regard 
the film to be! Come and see the birth of a 
cult with its poor score, terrible acting and 
internet meme generating script.
7 Leicester Place WC2H 7BY
princecharlescinema.com
November 29

Daniel Meadows. Free Photographic 
Omnibus, 50th Anniversary
Centre for British Photography
On 22 September 1973, Daniel Meadows 

set off on a long-planned adventure in a 
rickety 1948 double-decker bus that he had 
repurposed as his home, gallery and dark-
room. He was intent on making a portrait 
of England. He was 21 years old. Over the 
next 14 months, travelling alone, Meadows 
crisscrossed the country covering 10,000 
miles. He photographed 958 people, in 22 
towns and cities. From circus performers 
to day trippers. He developed and printed 
the photographs as he went along, giving 
them away for free to those who posed for 
him. This exhibition will feature dozens 
of photographs, including loans from The 
Hyman Collection, as well as previously 
unseen works of documentary reportage 
that Meadows made during his travels.
49 Jermyn Street, St James’s SW1Y 6LX
britishphotography.org
Until December 17

Northern Ireland: Living with the 
Troubles
Imperial War Museum
The Troubles engulfed Northern Ireland 
in conflict for nearly 30 years. It was – and 
remains – a contentious period, with roots 
going back centuries. A fragile ceasefire 
was signed in 1998, yet many aspects of the 
conflict remain unresolved to this day and 
are highly contested by those who experi-
enced and participated in the conflict. This 
exhibition invites visitors to further their 
understanding of the Troubles through 
the multiple perspectives of individuals 
affected by the conflict.
Lambeth Road SE1 6HZ
iwm.org.uk
Until January 7

Cadogan Hall, Chelsea, Sunday 17th December 2023 at 2.00 and 5.00
Tickets: £34, £32, £28, £18 from the Cadogan Hall Box Office

Tel: 020 7730 4500    www.cadoganhall.com
All orders subject to a transaction fee unless made in person

© Snowman Enterprises Limited “The Snowman” by Raymond Briggs is published by Puffin. Image © Snowman Enterprises Ltd www.thesnowman.com

“You would be hard 
pushed to �nd a more 
magical Christmas 
experience” 
�e Times

HOWARD BLAKE

The Snowman
Projected onto a large screen with a live orchestral accompaniment

CONDUCTOR: PHILIP MACKENZIE
SOPRANO: ALICE MACKENZIE
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magical Christmas  
experience"
The Times
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Jools Holland and his Rhythm and 
Blues Orchestra
Royal Albert Hall
Musical maestro Jools Holland and his 
revered Rhythm & Blues Orchestra 
are back at the Hall. Pauline Black and 
Arthur ‘Gaps’ Hendrickson are founding 
members of the influential Coventry 
based two-tone band and ska pioneers 
The Selecter. Their debut album Too Much 
Pressure, released in 1980, still remains 
a key moment of British music history. 
Ruby Turner and Louise Marshall, as well 

as the highly talented Sumudu Jayatilaka , 
who joined Jools for the first time in 2022, 
will once again feature. Together with the 
inimitable musicianship of the Rhythm 
& Blues Orchestra, which features drums 
from original Squeeze member Gilson 
Lavis, Jools Holland will be performing 
tracks spanning his entire solo career.
Kensington Gore, South Kensington
SW7 2AP
royalalberthall.com
November 24-25

MUSIC
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The Gilded Carriage: An 18th-Century 
European Tour
Foundling Museum
Travel through the musical centres of early 
18th-century Europe, in this recital of 
sublime sonatas for violin and harpsichord. 
Begin in Rome on 1 January 1700 with 
Corelli, and visited Handel, de La Guerre 
and Bach in London, Paris and Leipzig. 
This concert features Nathaniel Mander 
(harpsichord) and Sijie Chen (baroque 
violin). Arrive from 6pm to look around the 
Museum (included in ticket). This concert 
is part of the Vermeer Chamber Concerts 
autumn/winter season. Season passes for 
their upcoming programme are available 
to buy.
40 Brunswick Square WC1N 1AZ
foundlingmuseum.org.uk
November 18

Handel’s Messiah
Cadogan Hall
Messiah is famed for its sublime arias and 
uplifting choruses such us Ev’ry valley shall 
be exalted, Rejoice greatly O daughter of 
Zion, The trumpet shall sound, For unto us 
a child is born, Worthy is the Lamb & Amen 
and, of course, the ever-popular Hallelujah 
Chorus. Nicholas Kraemer returns to 
conduct the English Chamber Orchestra for 
a performance of this great choral master-
piece.
5 Sloane Terrace SW1X 9DQ
cadoganhall.com
December 3

TALKS, TOURS, & WALKS
Hidden London
London Transport Museum
Imagine going behind the scenes at some of 
London’s busiest stations, as expert guides 
reveal the extraordinary infrastructure 
and feats of engineering usually hidden 
away below your feet. Discover some-
thing completely new as you venture into 
‘forgotten’ historical Underground stations 
which are usually closed to the public. Step 
into a time capsule of historic posters, 

signage and vintage tiles in a long-disused 
tunnel, or stand where history was made 
during the Second World War. You’ll learn 
about the people who shaped London’s 
transport network, as our knowledge-
able guides use research from the London 
Transport Museum’s collection to share 
incredible stories.
WC2E 7BB
ltmuseum.co.uk
See website for dates

Deer in Richmond Park
Without the presence of deer, we would not 
be able to enjoy the sweeping views of Rich-
mond Park we see today. This is because 
deer grazing prevents tree seedlings from 
growing, keeping the grassland open. Rich-
mond Park’s acid grassland is a nationally 
important habitat which is protected by law 
and depends on grazing for its continued 
survival. Unlike mowing, grazing creates 
more variation in structure and plant 
diversity and does not damage the more 
than 400,000 anthills. You might notice 
too that parkland trees have a distinctive 
‘browse line’ as the deer eat all the leaves 
and twigs growing below 6ft.
royalparks.org.uk
Ongoing

Special curator-led tour of Radical 
Landscapes
William Morris Gallery
Radical Landscapes is a major exhibition 
showing over a century of art inspired by 
the land. It explores the natural world 
as a space for artistic inspiration, social 
connection, and political and cultural 
protest through the lens of William Morris, 
one of Britain’s earliest and most influen-
tial environmental thinkers. Organised 
in collaboration with Tate Liverpool, the 
exhibition will display work spanning two 
centuries and feature more than 60 works 
by artists including JMW Turner, Claude 
Cahun, Hurvin Anderson, Derek Jarman, 
Jeremy Deller and Veronica Ryan.
Lloyd Park House, 531 Forest Road  
E17 4PP
wmgallery.org.uk
November 17

Forward Book of Poetry 2024 Launch
Foyles
To celebrate the launch of the Forward 
Book of Poetry 2024, which brings together 
the best poetry of 2023, join poets Anthony 
Anaxagorou, Laurie Bolger, Declan Ryan 
and Jacqueline Saphra for an evening of 
readings and conversation with Arjunan 
Manuelpillai.
107 Charing Cross Road WC2H 0DT
foyles.co.uk
November 21

THEATRE
Rebecca
Charing Cross Theatre
‘Rebecca’, by Michael Kunze and Sylvester 
Levay, two of the most successful German-
language musical theatre composers, had 
its world premiere at the VBW-theatre 
Raimund Theater in Vienna, Austria, in 
September 2006, where it went on to play 
to sold-out houses in three seasons, and 
where it is currently enjoying a successful 
revival. Rebecca, with an orchestra of 
18, will be directed by Alejandro Bonatto 
(director of the critically acclaimed produc-
tion of Donizetti’s ‘Rita’ and the upcoming 
production of Francis Poulanc and Jean 
Cocteau’s ‘The Human Voice’ at Charing 
Cross Theatre later this month).
The Arches, Villiers Street WC2N 6NL
charingcrosstheatre.co.uk
Until November 18

The Ocean At The End Of The Lane
National Theatre
From the imagination of Neil Gaiman, best-
selling author of Good Omens, Coraline 
and The Sandman, this spectacular and 
thrilling theatrical event is a tour de force 
of magic and storytelling. Adapted by Joel 
Horwood and directed by Katy Rudd, The 
Ocean at the End of the Lane takes audi-
ences on an epic journey to a childhood 
once forgotten. Returning to his childhood 
home, a man finds himself standing beside 
the pond of the old Sussex farmhouse where 
he used to play. He’s transported to his 12th 
birthday when his friend Lettie claimed it 

wasn’t a pond, but an ocean… Plunged into 
a magical world, their survival depends on 
their ability to reckon with ancient forces 
that threaten to destroy everything around 
them.
85-88 St Martin’s Lane WC2N 4AP
nationaltheatre.org.uk
November 25

The Mongol Khan
London Coliseum
Mongolia 2000 years ago. A brutal succes-
sion battle threatens the very stability of 
the Empire. As the great Khan struggles 
to maintain his supremacy, a plot hatches 
that will forever alter the balance of power. 
Mongolia’s leading theatre company comes 
to the UK for the very first time with a lavish 
production which explores the evolution of 
ancient Mongolian culture and features an 
ensemble of over 70! This gripping story 
is brought to life with a stunning original 
score, dance and puppetry, with elaborate 
sets and costumes all inspired by the 
traditional nomadic culture of the Hunnic 
Empire.
St Martin’s Lane WC2N 4ES
londoncoliseum.org
November 17 – December 2

Macbeth
Donmar Warehouse
A spellbinding story of love and murder, 
the renewing power of nature, and of the 
internal struggles of a damaged man as he 
tries to control his destiny. This bracingly 
fresh production of the Scottish play places 
us inside the mind of Macbeth, asking are 
we ever really responsible for our actions? 
Shakespeare’s most extraordinary psycho-
logical drama is led at the Donmar this 
winter by David Tennant, who plays the 
title role for the first time in his illustrious 
stage career. He is joined by Cush Jumbo 
(Hamlet, The Good Fight) as Lady Macbeth, 
directed by Donmar Associate Director 
Max Webster (Henry V, Life of Pi).
41 Earlham Street WC2H 9LX
donmarwarehouse.com
Opens December 8

Compiled & edited by Fahad Redha

Do you have an upcoming event you’d like to publicise?    Contact our team now sales@eyeonlondon.online
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To stand beneath the newly-cleaned and 
massive del Piombo masterpiece The 
Raising of Lazarus in Room 32 (the first 
picture on the right in our gallery shot) 
couldn’t have been more appropriate 
for the Director of the National Gallery, 
Gabriele Finaldi, to announce the details 
of the institution’s bicentenary celebra-
tions. The accession number of this 
picture is NG1, the first work of art to come 
into the new public gallery as it opened in 
May 2024. There are now over 2,300.

He unveiled a £95 million celebration ini-
tiative called NG200, featuring iconic images 
from Trafalgar Square’s walls that will 
embark on a nationwide tour throughout the 
2024-25 period. Additionally, this marks the 
largest capital development of the Trafalgar 
Square building in three decades.

The birth of the National Gallery was 
not easy. Towards the end of the 18th cen-
tury there was a feverish yearning for a 
national collection of paintings to match 
those sprouting up over Europe, and in the 
1770s the outstanding holding of Sir Robert 
Walpole (put together largely on the advice 
of his son, Horace) with paintings by Lely, 
Van Dyck, Poussin, Rubens, and Rembrandt, 
was offered for sale to the nation by his 
heirs. The government dithered, and by the 
time it had decided graciously to accept, it 
had already been snapped up by Catherine 
the Great for £40,000 in 1779, to be the 
basis of what is The Hermitage. Others were 
offered, including one that became the core 
of Britain’s first purpose-built public gallery, 
at Dulwich – and turned down, largely on 
grounds of quality.

 As the century turned, there was a grow-
ing clamour from artists who bemoaned the 
lack of access to European art, which would 
allow the British school to flourish. A group 
of connoisseurs formed a British Institution 
aimed at creating a national gallery; mem-
bers lent works for exhibitions, and one of 
them, Sir George Beaumont, gave 16 paint-
ings of acceptable standard.

 It wasn’t until 1823 that the die was 
cast when the collection of a recently 
deceased banker, John Julius Angerstein, 
came on the market with works by Raphael, 
Velasquez and Titian, as well as del Piombo. 
Six months after Angerstein’s death, the 
House of Commons decided not to make 
the Walpole mistake again and bought the 
collection for £60,000. At first, said Finaldi, 
it was thought to consign it to the British 
Museum, but it opened in Angerstein’s 
house in Pall Mall as the separate National 
Gallery on 19th May, 1824.

 However, the Pall Mall building was too 
small and dark, unfavourably compared 
with Paris’s spacious and palatial Louvre. It 
moved a few doors up Pall Mall, and then 
to Carlton House Terrace, to accommoda-
tion that was hardly more capacious. In 
1832, a new building designed by William 
Wilkins was growing on the site of the 
Royal Mews at Charing Cross and, despite 
fears that pollution from the foul air of 
central London might ruin the paintings, 
the National Gallery duly moved in, with 
the Royal Academy sharing between 1837 
and 1868. Through the 19th and early 20th 
centuries the collections grew steadily 
with notable gifts and help from the new 
National Art Collections Fund, today called 
Art Fund. 

 In the Second World War, on the direction 

of the Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
and Kenneth Clark, the National Gallery’s 
then Director, the paintings disappeared to 
safety in caves deep in the Welsh hillsides 
and then the slate quarry near Blaenau 
Ffestiniog, while Wilkins’s building became 
better known for Myra Hess’s free lunchtime 
concerts.

 After the war there was tinkering with 
the Wilkins building. However, in the 1980s 
the three grocer Sainsbury brothers made 
a donation, which enabled the building of a 
new wing on the site of a former car park. It 
became the de facto main entrance.

 Work has now started on turning the 
Sainsbury Wing into the actual main 
entrance with space being cleared up two 
storeys to bring light onto the enlarged 
gathering area, allowing a more complete 
connection with the old Wilkins building. 
The education centre behind the main 
building in Orange Street will be enlarged 
and improved.

Finaldi believes that the gallery has 
overlooked the comfort and convenience 
of its financial supporters, who are respon-
sible for contributing half of its income. 
Therefore, the gallery plans to reshape its 
interior and make better use of underuti-
lised back buildings, where it will create a 
“Supporters’ House” within the existing 
structure for the benefit of members and 
other donors. Furthermore, the gallery 
intends to establish a new research centre 
with its own separate entrance.

 However, beyond that space is a whole 
country – four whole countries and nine 
English regions – and some of the best-
known masterpieces from Trafalgar Square 
will be going on leave. Partnerships have 
been made with 12 venues outside London 
each of which has its own tailor-made pro-
gramme woven around one painting, and it’s 
worth listing them. 

 The Laing in Newcastle will get Turner’s 
The Fighting Temeraire; York Art Gallery 
gets Monet’s The Water Lily Pond; Renoir’s 
Umbrellas goes to Leicester Museum & 
Art Gallery; Cambridge’s Fitzwilliam will 
get Botticelli’s Venus and Mars; Oxford’s 
Ashmolean will have the 14th century 
Wilton Diptych; Brighton Museum & Art 
Gallery will have Rembrandt’s Self Portrait 
(age 35); the Ikon in Birmingham gets 
Artemisia Gentileschi’s Self Portrait as St 
Catherine of Alexandria; Constable’s The 
Hay Wain will go to Bristol Museum & Art 
Gallery; the National Library of Wales at 
Aberystwyth will have Canaletto’s The 
Stonemason’s Yard; the Walker in Liverpool 
will get Velasquez’s  Rokeby Venus; the 
Ulster Museum gets Caravaggio’s The Supper 
at Emmaus; and Vermeer’s A Young Woman 
Standing at a Virginal will be at National 
Galleries Scotland in Edinburgh.

Meanwhile, the Trafalgar Square site gets 
a make-over designed to make your appre-
ciation of great art comfortable and more 
enjoyable. “We believe we need to make the 
experience of visiting the gallery welcoming 
and complete,” said Finaldi. “This is your 
gallery, these are your paintings. We all miss 
out when anyone thinks that the National 
Gallery is not for them...(the) thoughtful 
interventions will help to make the gallery 
entrance lighter, more accessible, and more 
visible as a public space.”

Simon Tait

by Simon TaitArts & Culture
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The Bach Choir is one of the most 
venerable amateur (in the best sense 
of the word) choral organisations in 
London and has been singing away 
for 148 years. It was formed as part of 
the renewed interest in Bach that had 
followed Mendelssohn’s revival of his 
music in their home town of Leipzig in 
the 1830s and his introduction to it for 
big amateur choruses - something he 
enjoyed conducting himself in London 
and Birmingham. That link to Leipzig 
was cemented in 1875. The town had 
become a magnet for music students 
from England (Elgar was one of them 
a few years later), including a young 
tenor, Arthur Coleridge, who did not 
turn professional but still wanted to 
pursue his love of Bach’s music after 
he became a lawyer. He realised that 
Bach’s last great work, the B minor 
Mass, had never been performed in 
London and determined that it should 
be. He gathered the Choir (including 
one of the Queen’s daughters, Princess 
Helena, and William Gladstone) and 
approached the famous Swedish singer 
Jenny Lind’s husband, the composer 
Otto Goldschmidt, to conduct it.

The list of subsequent directors of the 
Choir is just as extraordinary: the compos-
ers Charles Stanford, Henry Walford Davies 
and Ralph Vaughan Williams, and for a few 
years the conductor Adrian Boult, who was 
busy forming the BBC Symphony Orchestra 
too and had sung in the Choir himself 
before World War One. Incidentally, this 
year marks forty years since Boult’s death 
and it is worth remembering what an aston-
ishing effect he had on music in London, 
not only with the BBC but with the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra.

Since Boult in the 1930s only three people 
have led the Choir: Reginald Jacques, David 
Willcocks and for the last twenty-five 
years, David Hill, a man with such a roster 
of appointments to his name that it is quite 
hard to list the choirs he has not been con-
ducting. He has also been in charge of the 
choristers at Winchester and Westminster 
Cathedrals, St. John’s College Cambridge 
and the Philharmonia Chorus, as well as 
the BBC Singers.

Hill inherited The Bach Choir from 
Willcocks, the legendary head of music 
at King’s College Cambridge, who virtu-
ally reinvented the tradition and sound 
of Christmas carols in his famous green 
volume of arrangements for Oxford 
University Press, Carols For Choirs. There 
is probably no choral singer or school chor-
ister in Britain who does not have those 
Willcocks harmonies deep in the subcon-
scious. That also explains why the Choir 
does not reach for Handel’s Messiah at 
Christmas, as so many do, but celebrates 
with carols only - this year with Hill in 
Cadogan Hall on 19th December. That 
other doyen of carol masters, John Rutter, 
conducts them too, in the Royal Albert Hall 
on 6th December.

David Hill and I spoke the morning after 
he had led a performance of Brahms’ A 
German Requiem in the Royal Festival 
Hall, to open the Choir’s season. He had 
been delighted with the way they and the 
Philharmonia Orchestra had blended their 
sound. That concert had also included Amy 
Beach’s The Canticle of the Sun, a work by 
one of America’s finest late Romantic com-
posers and one which reflects the trans-
atlantic connection Hill has made, thanks 

to his directorship of Yale University’s 
Schola Cantorum. He spends 14 weeks in 
eight trips each year on the ‘superbly well-
resourced’ Yale campus.

He started his musical journey in 
Manchester at Chetham’s School of Music 
in 1969 and it was not all choral. ‘I was like 
a boy in a toy shop,’ he says. ‘There were 
hours and hours of violin as well as the 
piano, organ and eventually conducting.’ 
He is especially glad of the violin training 
because it gives him an instant rapport 
with the orchestras that accompany his 
choirs. ‘It helps me relate and practically 
it means I can understand the bowings in 
detail.’ He goes the whole hog, dispensing 
with choruses and spends time as Associate 
Conductor of the Bournemouth Symphony 
Orchestra. ‘They keep honing my ears!’

‘I strive so much to get the Choir to real-
ise they are part of the orchestral texture 
when they are singing the big scale reper-
toire like the Brahms Requiem.’ He says, 
that means guiding them to prepare their 

breath well before they start actually sing-
ing. ‘Orchestral players in the wind and 
brass sections do it automatically because 
they have had a lifetime’s training but for 
most amateur choral singers it is a skill 
they have to learn at a later stage in life.’ A 
quality that he feels is special to The Bach 
Choir is their ability to sing a cappella, 
without accompaniment. It is something 
they learned to do with Sir David Willcocks 
and that Hill has been delighted to carry 
on. ‘Most big amateur choirs can’t do that.’

David Hill has found his job changing 
since he took over just before this century 
began. The members’ lives have changed 
too, as working has become more flex-
ible but also more demanding - the weekly 
rehearsals a welcome anchor to their week. 
Hill sees his role now not only as a con-
ductor but as a communicator for classical 
music at a time when there is a feeling that 
society (and government) are ambivalent 
about it. He has started making podcasts 
called Change Your Tune, via The Bach 
Choir’s website (https://thebachchoir.org.
uk/listen) in which he discusses impor-
tant works with someone outside main-
stream classics: the Dies Irae from Verdi’s 
Requiem with Hollywood composer Harry 

Gregson-Williams, for example, and 
Beethoven’s Ode to Joy with Love Ssega.

One area of music has so far escaped 
David, and that is opera. He has never had 
the time to fit the long rehearsal and per-
formance schedules into his diary but, ‘it is 
something I’d love to do.’ When his duties 
at Yale finish next year he hopes he can 
think again. ‘I want very much to work on 
Benjamin Britten’s operas. I think and hope 
I’ll have the technique.’

Simon Mundy

Bach Choir
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You’re more into choral than you think...

Musical Director David Hill and an assortment of guests take a closer look at 
choral music’s most famous pieces. You probably know them from 

films, TV, games, adverts, football matches and even Christmas parties!

Listen now wherever you get your podcasts

The Bach Choir and David HillThe Bach Choir and David Hill
at Christmasat Christmas

Classical MusicClassical Music by Simon Mundy
Partner Content
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Steve Oxenrider is a retired educator, life-long James 
Bond film fan and collector, and freelance writer who 
has contributed to many Bond books and publica-
tions, as well as being credited on the supplementary 
features for several of the DVDs.

Now he has shipped his fabulous collection of 007 
rarities across the Atlantic from the USA to Ewbank’s in 
Surrey for a two-part sales series in November 2023 and 
Spring 2024. Together they are expected to fetch between 
£500,000 and £1 million.

Rare original posters for some of the earliest films in 
the Bond franchise lead the highlights in the first two-day 
sale on November 16 and 17, which is expected to fetch up 
to £300,000. 

Heading the list of highlights are British Quad (30 
x 40in) posters for Dr No (1962), the film that launched 
the series, with illustration by Mitchell Hooks, and for 
Thunderball (1965), the design featuring two panels of 
poster illustration on the left by Frank McCarthy and two 
on the right by Robert McGinnis.

Beyond the posters, Steve Oxenrider also specialised in 
collecting material linked to the films’ premieres, includ-
ing tickets, brochures, as well as numerous lobby cards 
used to promote films within the cinemas themselves.

One of the most important examples in his collection 
is the Thunderball (1965) Gala Charity Premiere brochure 
from Wednesday, 29th December 1965, signed to the 
inside by Luciana Paluzzi, who played SPECTRE assassin 
Fiona Volpe in the film. It should sell for £700-1,000.

Oxenrider, also secured premier brochures for other 
films in the franchise.

A Royal World Premiere brochure for On Her Majesty's 
Secret Service (1969) at the Odeon, Leicester Square on 
Thursday, 18th December 1969, should take £400-600, 
the same estimate for the Gala Scottish Premiere brochure 

for Odeon Theatre, Edinburgh, January 14th, 1972, for 
Diamonds Are Forever (1971).

“We have been holding dedicated James Bond auctions 
for years now, but this collection is on an entirely new 
level,” says Ewbank’s partner and Head of Entertainment 
Memorabilia, Alastair McCrea. “We take it as a compli-
ment at Ewbank’s that Steve has chosen to send the col-
lection to us in the UK to offer it auction, rather than keep 
it in the US.

The Steve Oxenrider James Bond Collection
Part 1, November 16-17

Antiques & ArtAntiques & Art
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Robot Dreams Robot Dreams 
Robot Dreams is a truly touching, yet 
highly amusing animated feature film. 
One of the most inventive animations of 
our age. A solid gold masterpiece. 

Robot Dreams is a 102 minute Spanish-
French, EU Arts funded, multiple inves-
tor backed co-production, adapted from a 
graphic novel by Sara Varon. This vibrant 
film is filled with soul-jazz music, and 
metropolitan sounds, but no dialogue. 
Apparently it’s visually inspired by certain 
schools of Japanese animation, according to 
the screenwriter-director. We can certainly 
see meticulously drawn street scenes. These 
streets, however, are not Japanese, but those 
of New York.

Robot Dreams is set in Manhattan some-
where between the timeframe of the late 
1970’s and the early 1980’s. All of the char-
acters are variant animal species, or Robots. 
“Why are all of the characters animals?” 
enquired a young boy of the director Pablo 
Berger at The LFF’s screening at The Curzon 
Mayfair Q & A. He responded kindly.

I’d venture that Berger’s ultimate aim 
comes via ‘the theatre of the absurd’, and 
surrealistic satire. All in order to capture 
Manhattan’s funky heyday, with scenes 
set in Chinatown, the hustle and bustle of 
NYC’s Downtown, and Central Park. All viv-
idly hand drawn. Key scenes capture street 
dancing with the characters in Central Park, 
grooving to beatboxes blaring out Earth, 
Wind & Fire’s September. The song becomes 
a placeholder. A musical motif for the memo-
ries shared by the two main  characters.  

Early scenes begin in the one room apart-
ment of a lonely character named Dog. He is 
a Dog! Dog sees a TV advert for a companion 
that you can ‘build yourself’. In a metropoli-
tan world where ‘the watchers’ watch ‘the 
watched’, we look at Dog from their point-
of-view. We peer through Dog’s apartment 
window from the perspective of a flock of 
inquisitive Pigeons. They gather to watch Dog 
as he opens a huge cardboard box. All in read-
iness to construct his Robotic companion. 

Robot and Dog soon bond and become best 
buddies. They immediately fall in love. The 
pair visit Coney Island Amusements. Robot 
takes Dog deep sea diving. A bad move. 
Robot needs oiling. Robot collapses on the 
beach. Dog can’t move him. So he returns 
the following day with STP Oil and a tool kit. 
Only to find the beach surrounded by barbed 
wire, and gated. Locked-up until the follow-
ing summer. Dog’s buddy remains stuck in 
the sand. All alone and sad eyed. 

Months pass. Dog does all he can to rescue 
Robot. 

What follows is a film of inventive ani-
mator imagination. Almost as a homage 
to the many key aspects of Silent Cinema. 
We also have memories seen as montage-
styled-flashbacks a la Nic Roeg’s movies, 
Hitchcockian P.O.V shots, and comedic nods 
to Buster Keaton. Yes!  All drawn as anima-
tion. Meanwhile, the Robot dreams of his 
own beach escape. He then appears to actu-
ally get away from the beach. Only for us 
to suddenly realise that the escape was just 
another Robot dream.

Dog goes sledging in the snow covered hills 
of upstate New York, only to crash, ending 
up in plaster. Sad and alone on a bus back 
to Manhattan, Dog peers through steamed-
up bus windows, drawing his own image in 
the condensation. A metaphorical tear rolls 
down the windowpane from his own finger 
drawn eye. 

The film’s ending, which I will not reveal, 
is both true to life, and inspirational. The 
message? Let go of your past and move on. 
I guarantee you’ll leave smiling, but with a 
tear in your eye. Go and see this film when it 
officially opens in February through Curzon 
Cinema distribution. Meanwhile, watch the 
awards pour in. 

Take the family. See Robot Dreams on a 
big screen or stream it online. You’ll not be 
disappointed

Jonathan Glazer’s ReturnJonathan Glazer’s Return  
The Zone of Interest UK premiered to critical 
acclaim at this year’s London Film Festival 
when almost 5,000 people saw it at the Royal 
Festival Hall over two separate screenings. 
The film proved to be the most popular film 
at the 67th LFF. Not only in terms of pre-
bookings, but also in terms of capacity. All 
hot on the heels of The Grand Prix award at 
this year’s Cannes Film Festival where three 
more prizes were given to the film. Touted 
as the most anticipated film of the year, 
it’s some ten years since director Jonathan 
Glazer made his last feature film Under The 
Skin. His first movie being the ‘Brit Gangster 
Flick’ Sexy Beast in 2000.

To walk into this film wholly uninitiated 
would be the best plan of action for actual 
full-on impact. Should you wish to do that? 
Stop reading this review. That, however, 
would be a tad churlish. So I’ll steer you 
through. Just imagine that you haven’t seen 
any clips, trailers, or read any reviews (no 
official Trailers or Clips have yet been made 
available at the time of writing this). 

The next two paragraphs will attempt to 
describe the film as Glazer intended you to 
see it. Fresh. 

A black screen filled with unsettling sonic-
inspired music lasts for up to three deaf-
ening minutes. Next we watch a group of 
people relaxing by a midsummer lake. Some 
young men are seen fooling around, splash-
ing one another. Subsequent scenes show a 
well-off family with a large house that has an 
extensive garden situated near to fields and 
an orchard. The family appears to be happy. 
They have a pet dog. A maid is there work-
ing in service. This German speaking family 
is living in a 1940’s period house. A woman 
tries on a Mink Coat in her bedroom, before 
ordering the maid to have it cleaned. A clue 
suggests the origin of the coat. Disturbing 
background industrial sounds linger obtru-
sively. A frivolous garden conversation 
demeans people with a throwaway remark, 
“A typical Jew, and a typical Bolshevik’, says 
a female friend.

A Nazi is seen in the hallway. Over the 
garden wall we see glimpses of some build-
ings. This is Auschwitz. The Holocaust 
Death Camp for a million Jews, filled with its 
horrific gas chambers. Meanwhile, carrying 
on with life, the Höss household reveals the 
pursuit of ‘a normal everyday family’. We 
soon realise that this is the home of the camp 
Commander, Rudolph Höss. From there on 
in, the chills begin. The Höss family’s ambiv-
alence as to what is going-on, unseen, soon 
becomes sickening. Their ‘normalisation’ of 
this matter beggars belief. It literally eats at 
your soul. Yet we see nothing of the prison-
ers and their plight. Only horrific sounds 
reveal certain clues as to the horrors occur-
ring just over the Höss’s garden wall.

The 2,500 capacity LFF audience remained 
transfixed throughout.

Although the film is based upon the book 
The Zone of Interest by Martin Amis, writer-
director Glazer obtained special permission 
to access Auschwitz’s archives. He examined 
the testimonies of a gardener who had made 
diary notes of a particular Höss family con-
versation, which he had overheard. The said 
conversation becomes the turning point of 
the film.

The servants employed by the Höss’s had 
also made diary notes. All now accessed and 
fully appraised by Glazer for his screenplay. 
Thereby enabling us to witness untold mat-
ters. Evidence based truisms that now lend 
a sharpened authenticity to the film; along-
side  the protagonists real names. Amis’s 
book had incorporated fictionalised scenes 
with fictional character names.

The uncomfortable voyeuristic cinema-
tography of this unmoved Nazi family is 
well portrayed by the film’s German cast. 
Subtitles are provided in English throughout. 

The naturalism is honed from months of 
preparation. There were crew-cleared sets, 
where - in some cases - up to ten remote 
controlled movie cameras covered the Höss’s 
mundane, but deeply troubled lives.

Never has audio design - coupled with 
contemporary classical music - had such an 
impact in modern day cinema. The last time 
I heard such audio design and such volume 
- asides in comic-based sci-fi films - was 40 
years ago in 1983 in Francis Ford Coppola’s 
Rumble Fish. Meanwhile, the groundbreaking 
usage of Ligeti’s music in Stanley Kubrick’s 
2001 A Space Odyssey (1968) must have had 
an influence on Mica Levi’s stunning score. 
Albeit some five decades later. 

There is much invention amid the ‘natu-
ralism’. Nightmarish night scenes reveal 
one daughter of the Höss family leaving 
hand picked orchard fruits in the muddy 
trenches of ‘The Death Camp’. All done in 
the dead-of-night for the prisoners to find 
the next day. These scenes are projected in 
negative monochrome and shot on Thermal 
Imaging Cameras.  A mixture of contempo-
rary documentary footage is also later fused 
with the film’s usage of naturalism versus 
non-naturalism. This technique stylisti-
cally recalls certain aspects of the work of 
filmmakers such as Jean-Luc Godard, and 
Lindsay Anderson, and, most notably, by 
John MacKenzie in the BBC Play For Today 
film of John McGrath’s via the 7.84 Theatre 
Company’s The Cheviot The Stag & The Black 
Black Oil (1973) in a mixture of non-natural-
ism, dramatic naturalism, and modern day 
documentary techniques. This is a strength. 
It takes the film into the realms of Brechtian 
distancing devices, which are so seldom 
used in contemporary mainstream cinema. 
This Brechtian technique helps to sharpen 
our gaze, and focuses our engagement 
throughout. 

The Zone of Interest opens in mid-Decem-
ber. It also opens in January in Poland where 
Auschwitz remains as a retained Holocaust 
Museum-of-Horrors for all time.  . 

 LFF Debut LFF Debut
Black Dog, a stunning directorial debut from 
eighteen year old Georges Jaques. The film 
received a well deserved full house screening 
with standing ovation at its London Film 
Festival world premiere on October 14th at 
the Vue Cinema in Leicester Square. The film 
reminds me of Liverpool playwright Willy 
Russell’s 1983 Channel 4 & Yorkshire TV’s 
filmed series One Summer. Overlooked and 
long forgotten, I cannot imagine the film-
makers have heard of this? Similar themes, 
however, were explored there. 

Black Dog, a contemporary euphemism 
for depression, looks at how new friendships 
develop through an actual journey; embrac-
ing loss, personal trauma, and regret. All 
seen through a combination of adventure, 
misfortune, and hilarious banter. This is a 
pertinent powder keg of a movie. Rich in 
insight with electrifying performances from 
the dual male leads of Jamie Flatters and 
newcomer Keenan Munn-Francis. Their por-
trayals of the characters’ hidden personal 
issues and troubled lives, bubble-up into a 
vibrant energy to captivate you at every twist 
and turn. Even though 45 minutes of this 
film plays-out via a road journey, you’ll be 
amazed how the narrative rattles along. This 
is life affirming storytelling at work here. 

With writer-actor Jamie Flatters and 
writer-director George Jaques making their 
debut movie at such a precocious age, a 
pathway of promise is clearly just around the 
corner. Show this to Martin Scorsese guys. 
You are on your way!

Henry Scott-Irvine

An Animated Story ofAn Animated Story of
Love, Love Lost & Joy Love, Love Lost & Joy 

by Henry Scott-IrvineCinema ClubCinema Club
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The holiday season is upon us, and 
what better way to elevate your festive 
feasting than with the elegance of Rick 
Stein’s Christmas Seafood Platter? Priced 
at an enticing £69, this seafood platter is 
an ocean-inspired delight that promises 
to stand out from anything you’ll find at 
your local supermarket or farm shop.

Cornish Crab - A Global 
Delicacy:
The star of the show is undeniably the 
Cornish crab, a true delicacy that takes 
centre stage in this seafood extravaganza. 
Renowned as the best crab in the world, 
each succulent bite is a testament to the 
unparalleled freshness that defines Rick 
Stein’s culinary philosophy.

Rick Stein’s Smoked Salmon:
The 200g of Rick Stein’s smoked salmon 
is full of delicate flavours and impeccable 
texture. This smoked salmon sets a new 
standard, elevating your festive spread with 
a level of freshness and quality that is truly 
unmatched.

Whole Cooked Prawns - Size 
and Succulence:
Get ready to appreciate the 400g of whole 
cooked prawns, a notable achievement in 
size and succulence. Meticulously cooked 
to perfection, these prawns challenge the 
conventional standards of a holiday platter. 
Bid farewell to the commonplace and 
embrace a seafood experience that stands 
out from the ordinary.

Smoked Mackerel Pâté  
- A Flavorful Delight:
Adding a unique touch to the platter is the 
smoked mackerel pâté. Creamy, rich, and 
brimming with smoky goodness, this addi-
tion showcases Rick Stein’s commitment 
to providing a dining experience that goes 
beyond the expected.

Expertly Crafted Sauces:
The jars of Aioli and Marie Rose Sauce, 
crafted by Rick Stein’s chefs in Padstow, 
are the perfect companions to the seafood 
treasures on this platter. These sauces are 
more than condiments; they are full of 
flavours, enhancing each bite without over-
shadowing the natural taste of the seafood.

A Zesty Finale:
Completing the feast is the inclusion of 
lemons, adding a zesty, citrusy finish 
to the platter. The refreshing burst of 
citrus provides the perfect contrast to the 
richness of the seafood, creating a well-
balanced and memorable meal.

A Note on Unavailability:
It’s important to note that, in the pursuit 
of perfection, occasional product substi-
tutions may occur. This commitment to 
using the finest, freshest ingredients, 
even if sourced from different providers, 
ensures that you receive the best possible 
experience despite any unforeseen circum-
stances.
Rick Stein’s Christmas Seafood Platter 
extends beyond mere sustenance; it 
embodies a tribute to freshness, flavour, 
and the mastery of culinary craftsmanship. 
At £69, it represents a true bargain for the 
quality and variety it offers. This holiday 
season, make a statement with a hands-on 
feast that will have your guests talking long 
after the last bite. Nothing says Christmas 
like the exquisite taste of the sea, expertly 
curated by the legendary Rick Stein.

Emma Trehane

by Emma Trehanegrandappetites

Savour the Season
with Rick Stein’s Festive Seafood Platter 



Page 22 15th November - 11th December 2023eyeonlondon.online

puzzles

Any word found in the Concise 
Oxford Dictionary (Tenth Edition) is 
eligible with the following 
exceptions: proper nouns; plural 
nouns, pronouns and possessives; 
third person singular verbs; 
hyphenated words; contractions 
and abbreviations; vulgar slang 
words; variant spellings of the 
same word (where another variant 
is also eligible).

 1. Help backward race 
suff ering bitter attack (8)

 5. Analyse the image (4)
 8. Fortunate to have been 

regarded with goodwill (8)
 9. Fast time (4)
11. Cathy in trouble with 

another woman (7)
13. I have been taken in by 

fl ower girl (5)
14. Does he make plans for one 

playing on board? (11)
18. Thought about us getting in 

the sea shortly (5)
19. Oscar leaves poor non-

achievers in ancient capital 
(7)

21. Plunder nothing in a large 
quantity (4)

22. Fellow givin’ out a musical 
instrument (8)

24. Rite performed in row (4)
25. After drama met a potential 

child’s companion (8)

1

8

11

13

16

18

21

24

10

14

2

15

11

17

21

3

23

15

22

25

4

12

19

23

13

16

5

10

13

5

9

6

20

7

17

 1. Leave the country, there’s 
something wrong (6)

 2. Learner taken in by awfully 
vain man (5)

 3. It gives some indication 
about the unrefi ned girl in 
blue (5,5)

 4. Some describe enterprising 
worker (3)

 6. Church takes on new lease 
in London (7)

 7. Catch the girl below (6)
10. Currently it’s the time when 

Santa comes (7-3)
12. Wooden pale (5)
15. Repair shop again fi rst (7)
16. Slipper at extremes of 

charm (6)
17. Risk of not completing part 

of the church (6)
20. House the football team (5)
23. Be unwell as a result of 

drink, we hear (3)

ACROSS DOWN

71

7

9

10

11

17

20

25

23

29

29

32

2

21

11

12

3

22

31

11

19

28

4

18

27

30

33

13

26

5

8

22

23

14

6

10

24

13

15

28

14

16

QUICK CROSSWORD

1 2
7 2 1 8

7 6 4
2 7

6 1 8 5
9 4

3 4 6
9 5 3

4 8 2

8 5 1
4 9

9 1 2 7 4
1 2 5 3

3 2 8 6 1 7
4 7 3 8

8 2 4 3 9 5
2 5 7
5 4 8

11 26 26 10 5 4 4 5 4 1 3

5 5 20 11 13 13 5 7 5

4 22 15 20 10 11 10 5 20 10

10 14 14 4 5 13 4 5 4

18 5 11 10 23 13 12 21 15

10 5 4 20 12 11 17 5 20 5 11

15 23 22 21 26 2 26

4 3 11 14 24 5 10 26 11 10 5

16 15 26 5 6 23 13 5 26

15 3 25 11 10 26 22 10 12

5 11 4 15 17 14 5 7 11 17

8 11 4 2 5 4 23 22 23

19 3 4 9 5 8 5 20 14 13 4

Each number in our Cross Code grid represents a different letter 
of the alphabet. You have three letters in the control grid to start 
you off. Enter them in the appropriate squares in the main grid, 
then use your knowledge of words to work out which letters 
should go in the missing squares.
As you get the letters, fill in other squares with the same number 
in the main grid and control grid. Check off the alphabetical list of 
letters as you identify them.

How many words of four 
letters or more can you 
make from this 
Nonagram? Each word 
must use the central letter, 
and each letter may be 
used only once. At least 
one word using all nine 
letters can be found.
Guidelines:

NONAGRAM

Place the four signs (add, 
subtract, multiply, divide) 
one in each circle so that 
the total of each across 
and down line is the same. 
Perform the first calculation in each 
line first and ignore the mathematical 
law which says you should always 
perform division and multiplication 
before addition and subtraction.

  12  3
 7  2  1
  2  1
 3  3  4
  2  2

EQUALISER
Each row and each column must contain the numbers 1 to 9, and so must each 3 x 3 box.Easy Hard

Spell out a 15-letter word or 
phrase by moving from one 
chamber to another within 
the pyramid. You may 
only enter each of the 
chambers once and 
may only proceed 
through openings 
in the walls. The 
first letter may 
appear in any 
chamber.

     W

    E  T

   Y  E  E

  O  N  D  B

 U  A  N  M  E

Using all 16 letters of the phrase above, form 
four words each of four letters which will fit in the 
grid to form a magic square in which the words 
can be read both horizontally and vertically.

WARM AIR, PRIME VIEW

WORD PYRAMID

MAGIC SQUARE

Here are two 
miniature five-
square 
crosswords 
using the same 
grid – but the 
letters have 
been mixed up. 
You have to 
work out which 
letters belong 
to which 
crossword.

 PV AO LS EU RE

 EA  HI  EB

 TP OW EL RI OP

 IA  AE  NE

 DL AE CP EO LY

FIVE ALIVE

No. 5373

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

R
10

A
11 12

N
13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

 E P Y 
 I S S 
 P A D

15 Good; 18 Very Good; 
21 Excellent.

J
1

H
2

P
3

S
4

E
5

F
6

X
7

L
8

K
9

R
10

A
11

G
12

N
13

O
14

U
15

Q
16

M
17

B
18

Y
19

T
20

Z
21

C
22

I
23

V
24

W
25

D
26

QUIZ CHALLENGE: 1 Liverpool; 2 Pulmonary; 3 When You Say Nothing At All; 4 Kookaburra; 5 E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial; 6 Marilyn Monroe; 
7 Chopped nuts; 8 John F. Kennedy; 9 Chemistry teacher; 10 50.

apse; apsis; aside; dais; daisy; dassie; 
diss; DYSPEPSIA; easy; espy; essay; 
eyas; pass; passé; passed; said; 
sapid; sapped; sappy; sepia; side; 
sipe; sipped; spade; spae; spaed; 
spay; spayed; sped; spied.

EQUALISER:
Clockwise from top 
left – subtract; 
multiply; add; 
divide. Total: 5.

825364179
714958236
936127854
698712543
352489617
471635928
187246395
269573481
543891762

946518273
375429186
182736594
521384769
634197852
897265341
753941628
269853417
418672935

WORD PYRAMID:
Between you and me.

MAGIC SQUARE: 
view; Irma; emir; 
warp.

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD: 

QUICK CROSSWORD: 
Across – 1 Primrose; 6 Sash; 8 Imp; 9 Intruder; 10 Raft; 12 
Sewer; 14 Inert; 17 Hind; 18 Seraglio; 20 Spacious; 24 Sore; 25 
Token; 26 Sinew; 29 Pigs; 30 Eligible; 31 Err; 32 Emir; 33 
Dressage.
Down – 2 Rent; 3 Marked; 4 Oodles; 5 Eire; 6 Spring; 7 Safari; 11 
Chest; 12 Sneak; 13 Remus; 14 Ian; 15 Elbow; 16 Tower; 19 Sin; 
21 Podium; 22 Censer; 23 Simile; 24 Series; 27 Herd; 28 Slug.

Across – 1 Diatribe; 5 Scan; 8 Favoured; 9 Lent; 11 Cynthia; 13 
Rosie; 14 Draughtsman; 18 Mused; 19 Nineveh; 21 Loot; 22 
Mandolin; 24 Tier; 25 Playmate.
Down – 1 Defect; 2 Alvin; 3 Rough guide; 4 Bee; 6 Chelsea; 7 
Nether; 10 Present-day; 12 Ashen; 15 Restore; 16 Amulet; 17 
Chance; 20 Villa; 23 Ail.

(1) 

(2)

Across – Poser; Twerp; Lapel.
Down – Petal; Sheep; Repel.
Across – Value; Polio; Decoy.
Down – Vapid; Lilac; Ebony.

EASY SUDOKUHARD SUDOKU

CROSS CODE

FIVE ALIVE: 

NONAGRAM: 

SOLUTIONS

1.  The Walker Art Gallery is in 
which British city?

2.  What adjective is used to 
describe matters relating to 
the lungs?

3.  What was Ronan Keating’s 
fi rst UK No 1 solo hit after he 
left Boyzone?

4.  Which Australian bird is also 
known as the laughing 
jackass?

5.  Drew Barrymore found fame as 
a child actress for her role as 
Gertie in which classic sci-fi  
fi lm?

Quiz Challenge
6.  Which fi lm actress famously 

said the only thing she wore in 
bed was Chanel No 5?

7.  What is the main ingredient of 
the Greek specialty baklava?

8.  Which US president had a 
father who was ambassador to 
Great Britain?

9.  At the start of the TV series 
Breaking Bad, what is the 
profession of Walter White?

10.  In the Cricket World Cup, each 
team faces a maximum of how 
many overs in a match?

Your weekly puzzle challenge
CROSS CODE CRYPTIC CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

ACROSS
 1. Spring flower (8)
 6. Waistband (4)
 8. Pixie (3)
 9. Trespasser (8)
 10. Floating 

platform (4)
 12. Effluent drain (5)
 14. Not active (5)
 17. Female deer (4)
 18. Harem (8)
 20. Roomy (8)
 24. Painful (4)
 25. Symbol (5)

 26. Tendon (5)
 29. Swine (4)
 30. Qualified (8)
 31. Stray (3)
 32. Islamic ruler (4)
 33. Equestrian 

sport (8)
DOWN
 2. Hire (4)
 3. Graded (6)
 4. Masses (inf.) (6)
 5. Irish republic (4)
 6. Leap (6)
 7. Hunting trip (6)
 11. Trunk (5)

 12. Move stealthily (5)
 13. Brother of 

Romulus (5)
 14. --- McKellen, 

English actor (3)
 15. Arm joint (5)
 16. Tall building (5)
 19. Wicked act (3)
 21. Rostrum (6)
 22. Incense holder (6)
 23. Figure of 

speech (6)
 24. Sequence (6)
 27. Group of cattle (4)
 28. Garden pest (4)

This puzzle page is supplied by 
Sirius Media Services Ltd. 
To try our new puzzle, 
Zygolex, go to 
www.zygolex.com
© Sirius Media Services Ltd
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